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GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, STRATIGRAPHY COMMISSION 

 

Minutes of the meeting of the Geological Society Stratigraphy Commission,  

23rd May 2013, at Burlington House, London, in the Council Room. 

 

Present  Apologies 

Prof. A Gale (Chairman) [AG] Dr D Condon [DC] 

Dr C Waters (Secretary) [CW] Prof. P Gibbard [PG] 

Dr T Barry [TB] Dr J Gregory [JG] 

Dr P Bown [PBo] Dr D Kemp [DK] 

Dr A Coe [AC] Dr A Kerr [AK] 

Prof J Cope [JC] Dr K McNamara [KM] 

Dr M Hounslow [MH] Dr M Oates [MO] 

Dr J Marshall [JM] Prof. P Pearson [PP] 

Prof. P Rawson [PR] Dr J Powell [JP] 

Dr A Smith [AS] Dr M Simmons [MS] 

 Dr C Storey [CS] 

 Dr M Williams [MW] 

 Dr J Zalasiewicz [JZ] 

  

  

  

  

 

Item 1 Apologies 

 

Item 2 Minutes of the previous meeting held on 21st February 2013 

The minutes were accepted without modification. 

  

Item 3 Matters Arising 

1) All to look at the Commission website and suggest additions, especially related to the 

section on British GSSPs. Action ongoing. CW mentioned that there had been an 

overhaul of the Society web site and asked MH what impacts this had on the Commission 

pages. MH indicated that some links to Society pages were still broken and as web 

manager he is currently unable to access and modify these links. He is expecting revised 

information from the Society in the near future. 

 

2) 3) JZ to forward the paper on “Chronostratigraphy and geochronology: a proposed 

realignment” to all members. Action closed. JZ circulated to members a draft of this 

manuscript on 9
th

 Feb 2010, requesting comments. A subsequent revised/published 

version has not been circulated. PB indicated that the paper had been published in GSA 

Today 2013, v. 23, no. 3, doi: 10.1130/GSATG160.1 and forwarded a copy to CW for 

reference.  

 

3) CW to invite David Loydell to the May Commission meeting. Action ongoing. David 

Loydell, JZ and MW were unable to attend this meeting, so it was decided to reschedule 

for 2014. 
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4) CW to contact Angharad Hills to express the views of the Commission on the format of 

the Tertiary Special Report. Action closed. See item 5b. 

 

5) All to provide comments to AS on the GSSPs, global stratigraphy and correlation 

manuscript. Action closed. See item 6a. 

 

6) CW to organise date of next meeting following discussion with contributors to the 

Silurian GSSPs thematic meeting. Action closed. 

. 

Item 4 Robert Knox memorial 

CW reported that the death of Robert Knox on 18
th

 March 2013 was a sad loss to the 

Commission. His funeral on 9
th

 April was well attended by the science community, 

including AS, PR, JH and CW from the Commission. Jim Riding at BGS has been 

compiling an obituary. A short version is to be published in Geoscientist, probably in 

September, and is now online, see: http://www.geolsoc.org.uk/About/History/Obituaries-

2001-onwards/Obituaries-2013/Robert-William-OBrien-Knox-1942-2013 . Jim has also 

offered versions to the PGA, the YGS and the EMGS. There is also a possibility that the 

YGS may hold a special meeting in his honour in 2014. As part of the obituary CW had 

been requested to provide the date that Robert joined the Commission. In the end it was 

decided that it was 1995, though it would appear that none of the members have Minutes 

going back to that date. 

 

Action: AG and CW to compile a letter to express our gratitude for Robert’s work on the 

Commission, to be sent to his wife and family. 

 

Publications 

5.1 As JG has officially stood down as Publications Editor, though is still on 

Commission, there was no progress report. AC had indicated at the previous meeting that 

she may be interested, dependent on the results of the election to Council. As she was 

elected to Council, she is no longer able to take up this post. AC did indicate that she sits 

as Council Member on the Library and Publications Committee and would be able to 

advise the new Publications Editor. TB asked as to what the role entailed. In addition to 

attending two Publications Committee role there was an editorial role of commissioning 

and arranging reviews of Special Reports as well as acting as liaison with GSPH. AC 

asked if Stephen Hesselbo had been reinvited to sit on Commission. He was currently on 

sabbatical before moving to Cambourne School of Mines. 

 

Action: All to consider taking on role as Commission’s Publications Editor 

Action: CW to contact Stephen Hesselbo to see if he wished to return to sit on the 

Commission. 

 

CW reported that Angharad Hills had requested that he send a form to the lead authors of 

the outstanding Special Reports for completion by the end of May. 

 

5.2 CW reported upon emails he had received from JG and Angharad Hills concerning 

the Tertiary Special Report. It had been reported that the reproduction of the full report as 

a Society Memoir was not acceptable in its current form for the Lyell Collection, where 

http://www.geolsoc.org.uk/About/History/Obituaries-2001-onwards/Obituaries-2013/Robert-William-OBrien-Knox-1942-2013
http://www.geolsoc.org.uk/About/History/Obituaries-2001-onwards/Obituaries-2013/Robert-William-OBrien-Knox-1942-2013
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individual chapters could be bought. Each chapter has to be a stand-alone paper with 

references and unique figure numbering. It is not certain how much extra work this would 

entail, but presumably much of it could be done by GSPH. But importantly the Memoir 

option had not been rejected by GSPH. 

 

Angharad had summarised options as follows: a) Can you find external sponsorship to 

cover the extra costs? I'd need to do a proper costing and discuss in house, but we might 

be looking at £10,000 extra compared with a normal sized SR and including colour 

figures throughout; b) If not, how far is Chris King prepared to go to make it a viable 

proposition?  

 

It was felt that the sponsorship option was our preferred route and that we should ask 

contacts about the possibilities of funding from industry. It was also suggested that the 

Society, who would have a team involved in Sponsorship, should be asked for 

advice/help. It was suggested that it would need to have a flyer/abstract/summary of 

Chris King/example chart that could be circulated to potential sponsors. 

 

Action: All to consider potential sponsors for the Tertiary Special Report. 

 

JM mentioned that Geoff Warrington’s contribution to the Permian and Triassic Special 

Reports, as well has his own contribution to the Devonian Report, would have developed 

from the spore papers to appear in a special TMS publication. However, the required one 

year turnaround was considered unrealistic and they are no longer to commission this 

publication. However, JM suggested that he would still encourage Geoff to work up his 

pivotal contribution, after which he could revisit production of the volume. 

 

Item 6 GSSC Publications 

6.1 GSSPs 

AS reported that the paper ‘GSSPs, global stratigraphy and correlation’ had been 

accepted for inclusion in ‘Strata and Time: Probing the gaps in our understanding’. 

Following positive reviews, notably from Brad Cramer, the revised text has increased 

content on Milankovitch cyclicity. AS would be happy to receive any further comment, 

but note that he would be resubmitting in the very near future.  

 

6.2 Anthropocene 

CW reported on progress of the Special Publication. 17 of the proposed 20 papers had 

now been submitted, with just the overview, soils and fluvial systems chapters 

outstanding. Following suggestions at the last meeting, Ken Miller had been contacted as 

a potential contributor on a chapter concerning sea-level change, but he had failed to 

respond. 

 

Item 7 Science and External Relations Committee 

AC had attended this Specialist Group meeting on 14
th

 May at Burlington House. SERC 

had been established in January 2013 to bring together the work of the External Relations 

Committee and the Science Committee. The meeting was chaired by Al Fraser, with 26 

representatives, including those from all specialist groups. There are three direct 

reporting lines and restructuring of staff at the Society: 

 publications and library (Neal Marriott) 
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 strategy and external relations (Nic Bilham) 

 director of operations (accounts, fellowship) (Graham Etheridge) 

SERC will draft science strategy, term of reference, nature of groups and be proactive in 

providing ideas for future meetings, particularly ones that come from several specialist 

groups. There was no discussion at the meeting about any impact upon the Commission.  

 

An immediate requirement is for the Commission to provide a one page summary from 

each group in terms of what they do, what they expect of the Society, and what the 

Society gains from our activities. All documents need Aims/Meetings/Activities. It was 

felt that we needed to emphasise that we are the international stratigraphical body for the 

UK, we clarify broad stratigraphical issues on behalf of the Society, we liaise with 

industry, academia and BGS and provide reviews of BGS Stratigraphical Framework 

Reports and commission Special Reports and have inspired products such as the 

Palaeogeographical Atlas. 

 

TB thought it would be useful to know in which other specialist groups Commission 

Members are also involved. 

 

PR mentioned that an article was produced for the Society when the Commission started 

and that this might provide useful information on our scope. 

 

Action: AG, AC and CW to compile initial document for circulation and comment in 

time for next Science Committee meeting in early June 

 

Item 8 Thematic meetings 

7.1 the next Commission meeting will be a thematic meeting on the Norwegian/UK 

sector stratigraphy of the North Sea (especially the Cretaceous). Felix Gradstein has 

already agreed to attend the meeting. CW reported that he had attended a presentation by 

Felix at Leicester University in February on GTS2012, and it might also be good to have 

a similar presentation. 

 

Item 9 News items 

9.1 CW reported an email communication from PG to Stan Finney, Kim Cohen, Fan 

Junxuan and JZ concerning the pocket German Stratigraphical Chart and a suggestion 

that the Commission could perhaps produce something similar. CW mentioned that he 

had acted as an advisor for Manfred Menning on one of the two pocket charts and that he 

had received several copies which he circulated to those attending the meeting. It was 

suggested that the Society might be interested in funding printing costs as they are 

currently keen to promote student recruitment and the chart could be handed out with the 

Society logo. The difficulty would be choosing representative lithostratigraphical 

sections.  

 

9.2 AS reported on communication he had received from Brad Cramer concerning the 

availability of Ager’s ‘The Nature of the Stratigraphical Record’ and Salvador’s ‘The 

Stratigraphic Code’, both of which are out of print. PB reported that in GSA April 2013 

mentioned that ‘The Stratigraphic Code’ is back in print online. It was felt that 
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stratigraphy had moved on and there would be no benefit in reprinting ‘The Nature of the 

Stratigraphical Record’. 

 

Item 10. Any other business 

10.1 AC raised the issue that at recent CHUGD and Specialist Group meetings there has 

been discussion of how we communicate science to non-geoscientists. PB thought to an 

extent the Commission attempted that via our web pages. JM though that our Geoscientist 

article on the Giant’s Causeway was another example of how we approached this issue. 

Perhaps we could communicate issues via the Earth Science Teachers Association.  

 

10.2 CW noted the discrepancy in dates presented on the latest ICS GTS on their website 

and the Gradstein et al. 2012, which could lead to confusion as to which scale should be 

used. PB noted that ICS were not using GTS2012. 

 

Item 11 Date of next meeting 

Wednesday 30
th

 October 2013 in the Council Room: Thematic meeting. 
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----- Summary of actions ----- 

 

Action (ongoing): All to look at the Commission website and suggest additions, 

especially related to the section on British GSSPs. 

 

Action (ongoing): CW to invite David Loydell to one of 2014 Commission meetings. 

 

Action: AG and CW to compile a letter to express our gratitude for Robert’s work on the 

Commission, to be sent to his wife and family. 

 

Action: All to consider taking on role as Commission’s Publications Editor. 

 

Action: CW to contact Stephen Hesselbo to see if he wished to return to sit on the 

Commission. 

 

Action: All to consider potential sponsors for the Tertiary Special Report. 

 

Action: AG, AC and CW to compile initial document for circulation and comment in 

time for next Science Committee meeting in early June 

 


